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            Roman Personas

Antiquity Never Gets Old


Legio X


As with the life of Gaius Crastinus, much of what we would like to know about Legio X must be pieced together from various sources and combined with a good bit of reasonable speculation.  While Caesar describes the actions of this legion in different engagements in his De Bello Gallico, and these do give a picture of the overall character of this legion, let us begin with passages that speak to the formation of the legion.

Quod si praeterea nemo sequatur, tamen se cum sola decima legione iturum, de qua non dubitet, sibique eam praetoriam cohortem futuram. Huic legioni Caesar et indulserat praecipue et propter virtutem confidebat maxime.
Translation
.  (BG I.40)
This from Frontinus.

C. Caesar adversus Germanos et Ariovistum pugnaturus confusis suorumanimis pro contione dixit, nullius se eo die opera nisi decimae legionis usurum.

Translation.  (Strat. I.11)


Since the campaign against the German leader Ariovistus happened in 58 B.C., not long after Caesar had arrived in Gaul, such comments about his confidence in this legion suggests some prior acquaintance with it.  Does this mean that he himself recruited the legion, and if so, where?  Did he recruit it in Cisalpine Gaul, where he recruited other legions?  Was it already in existence when he arrived in Gaul as pro-consul?

The website www.romanarmytalk.com, or RAT as it is known, features scholars and interested amateurs who discuss all things having to do with the Roman military.  No fewer than four threads of discussion
 attempt to deal with this topic, and there is simply no definite conclusion.

There is a book about Legio X titled Caesar’s Legion by Stephen Dando-Collins.  He states, without any evidence, that the legion was raised in Spain.  He also states, without any evidence, that Gaius Crastinus was from Spain, served originally as a soldier with Legio VIII or Legio IX under Pompey, and was recruited by Caesar for Legio X.  This, however, is pure conjecture and without any supporting archaeological or literary evidence.
The best we can suggest is that this legion was recruited sometime in the mid-60’s B.C., just before Caesar’s arrival in Gaul.  The Crastinus presentation will assume such a recruitment in Cisalpine Gaul, somewhere near Mantua.
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